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Breakthru Beverage Expands Canadian Business 
Establishes new division to accommodate supplier growth 

 

(April 24, 2017, New York, NY) – Breakthru Beverage Group announced today that it is expanding its 

Canadian business with the establishment of a new sales and marketing division.  The division will allow 

the company to accommodate the growing interest by suppliers to partner with an established broker 

that can serve their needs across Canada’s diverse provinces.  Breakthru Beverage Canada has steadily 

grown since it established an exclusive national partnership with Diageo in 2014. 

“Our Canadian team has exceeded expectations in the market and proven that their approach to grow 

brands and drive sales is working,” said Greg Baird, Breakthru President and CEO.  “Strong relationships 

and experience within the provinces shouldn’t be underestimated.  We have a proven model that 

works.”  

Breakthru Beverage Canada has steadily grown its portfolio over the past few years, most notably 

adding the Jackson Family Wine brands, Piper Heidsieck and Charles Heidsieck.  The company also 

acquired boutique broker and importer B&W Wines last year. 

The Canadian expansion will be led by John Donohue, Senior Vice President, who helped the company 

launch in Canada nearly three years ago.  John is an industry veteran who has worked in the beverage 

alcohol business, first for Diageo and then in the distributor/broker business, for nearly 20 years.  John 

will report to and partner with Julian Burzynski, Executive Vice President, Breakthru Beverage Canada.  

 “John has done a remarkable job establishing and growing our Canadian business and will bring the 

same energy and focus to this new endeavor,” noted Burzynski.  “This investment will establish a 

structure to allow us to continue meeting the demands of Diageo and Jackson Family Wines while also 

attracting, onboarding and activating new supplier partners.”   

The company will be building out the new division and naming John’s replacement to oversee the 

existing sales team in the coming weeks.  

About Breakthru Beverage Group 

Breakthru Beverage Group is a leading North American beverage wholesaler driving innovation in the 

marketplace with a nimble and insightful approach to business. Breakthru is proud to be family-owned 

and operated, bringing valued expertise to its operations across the U.S. and Canada. The company 

employs more than 7,000 associates representing a portfolio of premier wine, spirit and beer brands 

totaling more than $6 billion in annual sales. For more information, visit www.BreakthruBev.com. 
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